
 
Claim Backup 

As Lieutenant Governor, Flanagan 
had a pattern of not showing up to 
show up for work even on the 
most important issues. Over six 
years, Flanagan held about half of 
required meetings on committees 
she oversees regarding 
homelessness and capitol security, 

“Minnesota Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan failed to hold mandatory safety 
meetings…” Josh Christenson, New York Post, 12/9/2025 
“The Advisory Committee on Capitol Area Security is designed to ensure 
that legislators, visitors, and staff at the Capitol are kept as safe as possible, 
but we can’t fulfill that duty if the chair refuses to actually call meetings as 
required by law,” Minnesota House GOP Whip Jim Nash told The Post. 

[…] 
 
From 2019 to 2024, the advisory panel met just 13 times, according to its 
annual reports, even though Minnesota law mandates that the committee 
“shall meet quarterly” — meaning at least 24 meetings should have been 
convened by Flanagan. 
 
[…] 
 
Though the lawmaker security advisory committee has drawn the most 
scrutiny, it’s not the only committee Flanagan leads that has run afoul of its 
meeting requirements. 
 
The Minnesota Interagency Council on Homelessness has also failed to 
hold at least four meetings per year since Flanagan took office in January 
2019, notching just 15 of its required 24 meetings by the end of 2024. 
 

which was called a “dereliction” of 
duty. 

“Amid calls for increased Capitol security, advisory committee has no 
public meetings scheduled; records show years of missed meetings,” 
Renee Cooper, KSTP, 7/15/2025 
Online meeting records show the Advisory Committee on Capitol Area 
Security, chaired by Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan, last met in April. 
 
A committee member’s spokesperson confirms that it was the only 
meeting this year, even though it “shall meet at least quarterly,” according 
to Minnesota law.  
 
[…] 
 
“I think it’s a dereliction at this point,” Hamline University political science 
professor David Schultz said. 
 

Tim Walz entrusted Flanagan to 
take the lead on housing programs 
found to have rampant fraud 

“What the first Flanagan-Craig debate reveals about the U.S. Senate 
race,” Mary Murphy, Inforum, 6/23/2026 
“I want to be really clear that you know Minnesotans are angry about 
fraud. I'm angry too,” Flanagan said Friday. “The governor says that the 
buck stops with him, and he took the lead here. I took the lead on issues 
like Paid Family and Medical Leave, housing, and homelessness.” 
 
“State shuts down $107 million housing stabilization program, citing 
fraud,” J. Patrick Coolican, Minnesota Reformer, 8/1/2025 
Citing “credible allegations of fraud” and “exponential growth in spending,” 
the Department of Human Services asked the federal government for 
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assistance in terminating a state housing program, according to a letter 
signed by DHS Temporary Commissioner Shireen Gandhi and released 
Friday. 
 
The end of the Housing Stabilization Services program — which resides 
under the umbrella of the federal-state Medicaid program — comes after 
Gov. Tim Walz on Monday said his administration halted payments to 50 of 
the largest providers. Federal investigators say the program has become 
the source of a massive fraud scheme. 
 
Gandhi’s letter to the federal Centers for Medicaid and CHIP Services notes 
that “the DHS Office of Inspector General has suspended payment to 77 
housing stabilization providers this year based on credible allegations of 
fraud.” 
 
 

despite earlier warnings. “Here’s what to know about Minnesota’s fraud crisis,” Allison Kite, 
Jeffery Meitrodt, Jessie Van Berkel, Star Tribune, 12/21/2025 
A report by the Office of the Legislative Auditor found the Minnesota 
Department of Education’s inadequate oversight “created opportunities for 
fraud.” Then-Education Commissioner Willie Jett, who assumed the role in 
2023, said the state stopped payments after seeing explosive growth in 
Feeding Our Future. The nonprofit sued, and the department resumed 
payments after a Ramsey County judge said the department couldn’t 
withhold money unless it first took other steps to deal with its 
questionable conduct, such as reviewing receipts and verifying other 
records. The department chose not to impose such conditions. 
 
[…] 
 
A 2019 report from the Legislative Auditor found “no evidence” to support 
those claims. The total amount stolen from the child care program was 
between $5 million and $6 million, the report said. But investigators also 
concluded that internal controls at the state DHS were “insufficient to 
effectively prevent, detect, and investigate fraud.” 
 
It wasn’t the first warning. A Legislative Auditor report from 2009 found 
that the fast-growing personal care services program remained 
“unacceptably vulnerable to fraud and abuse.” 
 

With Trump and Republicans 
attacking our democracy every 
day, we need a Senator who shows 
up and knows how to fight back. 

N/A 
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Claim Backup 
When it mattered most, Tim Walz 
entrusted Flanagan to take the 
lead on housing programs found to 
have rampant fraud. 

“What the first Flanagan-Craig debate reveals about the U.S. Senate 
race,” Mary Murphy, Inforum, 6/23/2026 
“I want to be really clear that you know Minnesotans are angry about 
fraud. I'm angry too,” Flanagan said Friday. “The governor says that the 
buck stops with him, and he took the lead here. I took the lead on issues 
like Paid Family and Medical Leave, housing, and homelessness.” 
 
“State shuts down $107 million housing stabilization program, citing 
fraud,” J. Patrick Coolican, Minnesota Reformer, 8/1/2025 
Citing “credible allegations of fraud” and “exponential growth in spending,” 
the Department of Human Services asked the federal government for 
assistance in terminating a state housing program, according to a letter 
signed by DHS Temporary Commissioner Shireen Gandhi and released 
Friday. 
 
The end of the Housing Stabilization Services program — which resides 
under the umbrella of the federal-state Medicaid program — comes after 
Gov. Tim Walz on Monday said his administration halted payments to 50 of 
the largest providers. Federal investigators say the program has become 
the source of a massive fraud scheme. 
 
Gandhi’s letter to the federal Centers for Medicaid and CHIP Services notes 
that “the DHS Office of Inspector General has suspended payment to 77 
housing stabilization providers this year based on credible allegations of 
fraud.” 
 
 

Despite two audits warning that 
Minnesota’s social services 
programs were vulnerable to 
fraud,  

“Here’s what to know about Minnesota’s fraud crisis,” Allison Kite, 
Jeffery Meitrodt, Jessie Van Berkel, Star Tribune, 12/21/2025 
A report by the Office of the Legislative Auditor found the Minnesota 
Department of Education’s inadequate oversight “created opportunities for 
fraud.” Then-Education Commissioner Willie Jett, who assumed the role in 
2023, said the state stopped payments after seeing explosive growth in 
Feeding Our Future. The nonprofit sued, and the department resumed 
payments after a Ramsey County judge said the department couldn’t 
withhold money unless it first took other steps to deal with its 
questionable conduct, such as reviewing receipts and verifying other 
records. The department chose not to impose such conditions. 
 
[…] 
 
A 2019 report from the Legislative Auditor found “no evidence” to support 
those claims. The total amount stolen from the child care program was 
between $5 million and $6 million, the report said. But investigators also 
concluded that internal controls at the state DHS were “insufficient to 
effectively prevent, detect, and investigate fraud.” 
 
It wasn’t the first warning. A Legislative Auditor report from 2009 found 
that the fast-growing personal care services program remained 
“unacceptably vulnerable to fraud and abuse.” 
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under Flanagan’s tenure, hundreds 
of millions in taxpayer dollars 
meant for children and 
hardworking families were stolen. 

“Fraud in Minnesota: Detailing the nearly $1 billion in schemes,” Seth 
Kaplan, KMSP, 12/8/2025 
In all, the $300 million from Feeding Our Future, the possibility of nearly 
$220 million in autism program fraud and the $302 million from the 
Housing Stabilization Program adds up to $822 million in fraud from 
Minnesota services. These totals all come from the Justice Department. 
 

And then she blamed the problem 
on others. 

“Flanagan: Allegations as partisan weapons,” Insight News,” 1/9/2026 
“Republicans will be throwing allegations of fraud at every Democrat,” she 
said, adding that even fellow Democrats such as Rep. Angie Craig have 
been targeted. But Flanagan pushed back forcefully, arguing that 
accountability must be applied consistently. 
 
“Republicans also have to answer for the fraudster-in-chief who sits in the 
White House right now,” she said, referring to former President Donald 
Trump. Flanagan cited his firing of 17 federal Inspectors General, pardons 
of individuals convicted of major white-collar crimes, and personal 
financial enrichment while in office as issues that must be part of any 
honest conversation about fraud. 
 
[…] 
 
Flanagan acknowledged the deep frustration many residents feel about the 
misuse of public dollars, noting that anger over fraud is justified. “Taxpayer 
dollars that are literally being stolen—I get that people are pissed off, and 
they should be,” she said. 
 
She pointed to actions already underway at the state level, emphasizing 
that Governor Tim Walz has taken responsibility for addressing the issue. 
“I’ve expressed my concern about fraud, and Gov. Walz has taken the lead 
here and said the buck stops with him,” Flanagan said. 
 

Republicans have said they would 
be happy to run against Flanagan 
in November 

“Minnesota Republicans reveal which far-left candidate they want to 
challenge in open Senate race,” Leo Briceno, Fox News, 4/17/2026 
Republican strategists and lawmakers are hoping that when voters head to 
the polls in November to elect the next U.S. Senator of Minnesota, they’ll 
be forced to choose between either a Republican candidate — or 
Minnesota Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan. 
 
In a Democratic primary that has yet to play out, House Majority Whip Tom 
Emmer, R-Minn., believes Flanagan would give Republicans better odds 
than her opponent, Rep. Angie Craig, D-Minn. 
 
"You've got the radical Left that is really upending the party. It's that crazy 
Marxist anarchist group that is in Minneapolis, especially with a primary," 
Emmer said in an interview with local media. 
 
[…] 
 
More notably, Republicans believe Flanagan’s greatest liability is a tenure 
that overlaps with recent revelations of up to $9 billion in fraud through 
government benefit programs. 
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and Democrats in Minnesota are 
worried that Peggy Flanagan could 
“absolutely lose to a Republican 
given all the fraud that took place 
during her time as Lieutenant 
Governor." 

“Walz's lieutenant governor and progressive Senate hopeful slammed for 
leadership amid Somali fraud crisis,” Peter Pinedo, Fox News, 1/5/2026 
A Minnesota Democratic operative told Fox News Digital that Flanagan 
"could absolutely lose to a Republican given all the fraud that took place 
during her time as Lt. Governor." 

“Minnesota fraud scandal poses danger for Democrats in Senate race,” 
Caroline Vakil, The Hill, 1/3/2026 
“It is hard to say how much the fraud challenges in [Minnesota] will impact 
the DFL Senate primary. However, I expect it will be ever present in all 
2026 races,” Mike Erlandson, a former chair of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) party, told The Hill in an email.  

“The Lt Governor’s leadership in the Walz-Flanagan administration creates 
a challenge for her, especially if this continues to escalate,” he added. “At 
minimum it forces her to be defensive.” 

[…] 

Some Democrats don’t see the scandal playing a major role in the primary, 
but they fear it could be a bigger issue for Flanagan if she wins the 
nomination, given her current role. At the same time, some experts think 
that her personal split with the governor may also offer her cover over the 
issue, too.  

“One approach she could take is to distance herself from the governor and 
say, ‘You know, I wasn’t running the executive branch,’ but she was his 
lieutenant governor, and … they governed almost jointly …for the first 
three years of his term, and so it’s going to be much easier for people to 
point a finger at her,” said Brian Melendez, who also served as a former 
chair of the Minnesota DFL.  
 

With Trump and Republicans 
attacking our democracy every 
day, we need a Senator who can 
fight back and beat them, and 
Peggy Flanagan isn’t up for the job. 

N/A 
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Claim Backup 
Angie led the charge to eliminate 
federal taxes on Social Security 
benefits 

“Minnesota congresswoman presents bill to end federal taxes on Social 
Security benefits,” WDAY Radio, 1/26/2024 
Minnesota lawmaker is asking Congress to stop pulling federal taxes from 
Social Security benefits.   
 
Congresswoman Angie Craig filed the You Earned It, You Keep It Act 
yesterday. The bill would not only stop federal taxes on Social Security 
benefits, it would raise the cap on the program’s payroll tax. Craig says 
higher-earning taxpayers will then contribute more to the program, making 
sure Social Security is fully funded through 2054.   
 
The DFL lawmaker says the bill equates to a tax cut for seniors and a way to 
make sure Americans can depend on the program in the future. 
 
H.R.2909 - You Earned It, You Keep It Act, 119th Congress 
Sponsored by Rep. Angie Craig  
 
H.R.7084 - You Earned It, You Keep It Act, 118th Congress 
Sponsored by Rep. Angie Craig.  
 

and fought to make sure the 
pensions of more than a million 
Americans are fully guaranteed.   

H.R.397 - Rehabilitation for Multiemployer Pensions [Butch Lewis] Act of 
2019, 116th Congress 
Cosponsored by Rep. Angie Craig  
 
H.R.1319 - American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 119th Congress 
HR 1319, Vote #72, 3/10/2021 
Craig: Yea 
 
“US Department of Labor reports distressed pension assistance program 
has protected benefits for more than 1.2M workers, retirees, families,” 
U.S. Department of Labor, press release, 11/1/2024 
The U.S. Department of Labor today announced that its Employee Benefits 
Security Administration has issued a report illustrating how the American 
Rescue Plan has protected the financially distressed pension plans of more 
than 1.2 million U.S. workers, retirees and their families, ensuring they 
receive the retirement benefits they earned.  
 
The department’s report on the impact of the Butch Lewis Emergency 
Pension Relief Act finds that, as of October 2024, more than $69 billion in 
Special Financial Assistance has been approved for 98 multiemployer 
pension plans whose participants faced reductions in retirement benefits 
averaging 41 percent. The report also shows the American Rescue Plan 
already has provided more than $1.6 billion in restorative payments and 
ongoing benefit payments to more than 121,000 retirees, an average of 
about $13,600 per retiree. Almost half of the $1.6 billion reversed retirees’ 
previous benefit reductions. 
 
[…] 
 
The pension protection legislation in the American Rescue Plan was named 
for the late Butch Lewis, a former Teamster who fought to protect union 
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retirees’ pensions from harsh benefit cuts through no fault of their own. 
Ultimately, the act is expected to ensure roughly two million workers’ and 
retirees’ pension plans remain solvent and able to pay full benefits workers 
earn through at least 2051. 

 
She has stood up to Republicans' 
threats to gut Medicare 

H.R.5376 – Inflation Reduction Act, 117th Congress  
HR 5376, Vote #420, 8/12/2022 
Craig: Yea 
 
“Biden signs sweeping climate and health care bill into law,” Adam 
Cancryn, Olivia Olander, Politico, 8/16/2024 
In addition to securing the largest-ever investment in combating climate 
change, the package caps certain drug costs for seniors and will permit 
Medicare to negotiate the price of a handful of medicines for the first time 
— fulfilling a goal Democrats have pursued for decades. 

H.R. 1 - One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 119th Congress  
HR 1, Vote #190, 7/3/2025 
Craig: No 
 
“The Truth About the One Big Beautiful Bill Act’s Cuts to Medicaid and 
Medicare,” Mia Ives Rublee, Kim Musheno, Center for American Progress, 
7/3/2025 
Medicare benefits will be cut 
The OBBBA prohibits the implementation of two finalized rules until 
October 1, 2034. The rules would have made it easier for very low-income 
Medicare enrollees to access Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs), which 
help cover premiums and cost-sharing for their Medicare benefits. This will 
disproportionately affect disabled people, as they are more likely to have 
lower incomes than nondisabled people. Second, the bill eliminates 
Medicare eligibility for people with lawful immigration status who have 
already paid into the program. Lastly, according to the CBO, absent future 
congressional action, the bill will trigger $490 billion in cuts to Medicare 
from 2027 to 2034 due to the Statutory Pay‑As‑You‑Go Act of 2010. 
 

and led the charge to lower 
prescription drug prices for 
seniors, cap the cost of insulin and 
penalize drug companies for 
jacking up prices 

H.R.5376 – Inflation Reduction Act, 117th Congress  
HR 5376, Vote #420, 8/12/2022 
Craig: Yea 
 
“House passes insulin bill over insurers’ opposition,” Alice Miranda 
Ollstein, Megan Wilson, Politico, 3/31/2022 
The House voted Thursday in favor of a bill to cap out-of-pocket costs on 
insulin at $35 a month, a policy Democrats hope will give them a concrete 
win to campaign on when they face voters in November as the rest of their 
health care agenda remains stalled. 
 
“At the end of the day, I hope that we can still bring forward a 
reconciliation bill with additional reforms this year. I know we need to do 
Medicare drug price negotiation,” Rep. Angie Craig (D-Minn.), the lead 
sponsor of the insulin bill, told POLITICO. “But we can’t wait any longer to 
act on insulin.” 
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“The Inflation Reduction Act caps costs for Medicare patients on insulin. 
Where the push for broader relief stands,” Lorie Konish, CNBC, 
8/16/2022 
A new legislative package signed into law by President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday is a big win for Medicare patients who struggle to cover the cost 
of insulin to manage their diabetes. 
 
[…] 
 
The bill limits insulin copays to $35 per month for Medicare Part D 
beneficiaries starting in 2023. Notably, seniors covered by Medicare also 
have a $2,000 annual out-of-pocket cap on Part D prescription drugs 
starting in 2025. Medicare will also now have the ability to negotiate the 
costs of certain prescription drugs. 
 
“HHS Announces Cost Savings for 64 Prescription Drugs Thanks to the 
Medicare Prescription Drug Inflation Rebate Program Established by the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s Lower Cost Prescription Drug Law,” Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, press release, 12/20/2024 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), today announced that 
some Medicare enrollees will pay less for 64 drugs available through 
Medicare Part B. The drugs will have a lowered Part B coinsurance rate 
from January 1, 2025 – March 31, 2025, since drug companies raised prices 
for each of these 64 drugs faster than the rate of inflation. Over 853,000 
people with Medicare use these drugs annually to treat conditions such as 
cancer, osteoporosis, and substance use disorder. Since April 1, 2023, 
people with Medicare have seen savings on over 120 drugs thanks to 
Inflation Reduction Act’s Medicare Prescription Drug Inflation Rebate 
Program. 
 
[…] 
 
The Inflation Reduction Act also requires drug companies to pay rebates to 
Medicare when prices increase faster than the rate of inflation for certain 
drugs. CMS intends to begin invoicing prescription drug companies for Part 
B inflation rebates owed to Medicare no later than September 30, 2025, 
and Part D inflation rebates no later than December 31, 2025. The rebate 
amounts paid by drug companies will be deposited in the Federal 
Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Fund, which will help ensure the 
long-term sustainability of the Medicare program for future generations. 

 
“More Americans can now get insulin for $35,” Tami Luhby, CNN, 
1/2/2024 
More Americans with diabetes will get a break on their insulin costs in 
2024. 
 
Sanofi is joining the nation’s two other major insulin manufacturers in 
offering either price caps or savings programs that lower the cost of the 
drugs to $35 for many patients. The three drugmakers are also drastically 
lowering the list prices for their products. 
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[…] 
 
Medicare enrollees now pay no more than $35 a month for each of their 
insulin prescriptions, thanks to the Inflation Reduction Act, which 
Democratic lawmakers pushed through Congress in 2022. 
 
But drugmakers also faced changes to the Medicaid rebate program that 
would have likely cost them hundreds of millions of dollars each if they 
didn’t lower their list prices. 
Sanofi established a $35 monthly cap on out-of-pocket costs for Lantus, its 
most widely prescribed insulin in the US, for all patients with commercial 
insurance starting January 1. It already limits the cost to $35 for all 
uninsured patients. 
 
Novo Nordisk in September launched the MyInsulinRx program, which 
provides a 30-day supply of insulin for $35 to eligible patients, including 
the uninsured. The company also offers a copay savings card that allows 
eligible patients to buy its insulin products for as little as $35 and no more 
than $99, depending on their health insurance coverage. 
 
And Eli Lilly in March instituted an automatic $35 monthly cap on 
out-of-pocket costs for those with commercial insurance buying its insulin 
products at participating retail pharmacies. The uninsured are able to 
download the Lilly Insulin Value Program savings card, which allows them 
to get the medication for $35 a month. 
 
 

 


